Kawasaki syndrome in Hawaii.
To describe the incidence and epidemiology of Kawasaki syndrome (KS) in Hawaii. Retrospective analysis of the State Inpatient Database for Hawaii residents hospitalized with KS during 1996 through 2001. During 1996 through 2001, 267 persons younger than 18 years of age living in Hawaii were hospitalized with KS; 226 (84.6%) were younger than 5 years of age. The average annual incidence for KS was 45.2 per 100,000 children younger than 5 years of age. The incidence was higher for children younger than 1 year of age than for those 1-4 years of age (74.3 and 37.5 per 100,000). The KS incidence for Asian and Pacific Islander children and for White children was 70.9 and 35.3 per 100,000, respectively. Incidence was highest among Japanese American children living in Hawaii (197.7 per 100,000). Honolulu County had the most KS patients (85.0%) and the highest incidence (53.1 per 100,000) among Hawaii counties. For children younger than 5 years of age hospitalized with KS, the median length of stay was 2 days, and the median hospital charge was $9379. During 1996 through 2001, the annual incidence rate for KS among children younger than 5 years of age in Hawaii was the highest in the United States. The incidence among Japanese American children in Hawaii was higher than that among other racial groups in the state and when compared with children living in Japan.